




FROM WALL STREET TO THE WORLD,  
OUR CLIENTS HAD A VERY GOOD YEAR IN 2017.

In this quickly changing and interconnected world, we advised our 
clients on all manner of business and personal transactions, including 
the buying and selling of companies and assets, defending their rights in 
and out of court, and protecting their wealth. From our founding on Wall 
Street in 1854, our work today spans the globe, and our partners are 
each leaders in their fields, from art law to intellectual property, from real 
estate to trust and estates, and from bankruptcy to blockchains. 
 
We like what we do, and we enjoy celebrating our clients’ successes.
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OUR CLIENTS HAD 
A REALLY GOOD YEAR®

Our client CooperSurgical, Inc. focuses on women’s 

health, and seeks to advance the well-being of  

women by o�ering health care solutions based on 

sound clinical results. It is a leading supplier of medical 

instruments, devices, and disposables that serve the 

healthcare needs of women throughout their lives,  

and a leading provider of products to fertility clinics 

and genetic testing services to women and couples 

seeking to expand their families. The company has an 

established customer base serving over 65% of women’s 

health care providers.

 

CooperSurgical o�ers a broad product line addressing the special needs of women. 

Its products include surgical instruments, clinical o�ce-based products, labor and 

delivery products, and critical care products, and are sold under many di�erent brand 

names, including Wallach, RUMI, LEEP and Leisegang. Its products are used by hospitals, 

clinics, OB/GYNs and other healthcare professionals for procedures ranging from  

basic exams to complex surgeries. CooperSurgical’s assisted reproductive business, 

using Origio and other brand names, focuses on delivering culture media and other 

innovative products to doctors and clinics for use in in-vitro fertilization (IVF)  

procedures. Its genomics business operates under the 

CooperGenomics umbrella and its laboratories use the  

names Reprogenetics, Genesis Genetics, and Recombine. 

That business provides pre-implantation genetic screening 

(PGS), pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD), and other 

tests of embryos in IVF procedures and carrier screening for  

couples considering having children.

During 2017, CooperSurgical purchased the PARAGARD long-acting  

reversible contraceptive product, a “T” shaped copper-releasing intrauterine 

device made of soft, flexible plastic, which is completely hormone free. 

CooperSurgical is headquartered in Trumbull, Connecticut, with manufacturing 

and distribution facilities in Trumbull and other locations in the U.S. and worldwide. 

CooperSurgical is a subsidiary of The Cooper Companies, Inc. (NYSE: COO).

WWW.COOPERSURGICAL.COM

CooperSurgical









PANG ZHANG-WHITAKER 
Pang Zhang-Whitaker handles a variety of inbound and outbound matters involving 

China. She represents Fortune 500 companies, middle market enterprises, and  

private equity firms in cross-border and domestic transactions, including mergers  

and acquisitions, joint ventures, securities, and general commercial transactions.  

Ms. Zhang-Whitaker handles transactions ranging from small-cap venture capital 

financings to multi-billion dollar acquisitions, and also advises clients on legal issues  

as their outside general counsel. She assists U.S.-based clients in legal matters, including 

dispute resolution, related to their Chinese operations and supports Chinese companies  

in a wide variety of investment activities in the United States. She has advised the  

Chinese National People’s Congress in connection with the revision of Chinese Contract 

Law and advised the Chinese Ministry of Commerce on current developments in M&A  

in western countries.

N E W  P A R T N E R
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C H I N A
 

Our expanding China Cross-Border practice regularly counsels U.S. and Chinese clients on a wide variety of inbound 

and outbound legal matters involving China, including mergers and acquisitions, securities o�erings, corporate 

finance, licensing, corporate governance and compliance.

Carter Ledyard represented Beijing 
Xingguang Film & TV Equipment 
Technologies Co., Ltd., a Chinese public 
company specializing in movie, television, and 
stage lighting equipment and technologies, in 
its purchase of 49% of the equity ownership 
of Clickspring Design, Inc., an award-winning 
experiential design ýrm based in New 
York City, specializing in broadcast design, 
consumer branded environments, and events 
and entertainment design. 

We represented TOUMI (Cayman) Limited, one of the CreditEase 
group of companies, on legal and compliance matters in connection 
with its registration with the SEC as an investment adviser and its 
organization as a robo adviser. CreditEase Co., Ltd. is a top asset 
management ýrm in China and part of a leading FinTech group of 
companies in China.

We advised ZERO2IPO Investment Fund on its investment in a 
Chinese company with signiýcant U.S. assets. ZERO2IPO is Chinaôs 
leading VC/PE investment ýrm. 

Carter Ledyard also assisted Tower Bridge International Group, 
a leading Chinese education group, with its acquisition of Silicon 
Valley International Education Group, an education company based 
in Silicon Valley, California.





U N I T E D  K I N G D O M 

Carter Ledyard’s long-standing United Kingdom Cross-Border practice regularly handles mergers and  

acquisitions, public and private securities o�erings, regulatory, litigation and employment matters, and general 

corporate assistance to U.K. companies establishing or expanding activities in the U.S.
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Carter Ledyard assisted Hannover Life Reassurance 
Bermuda Ltd. as a mezzanine lender in connection 
with the £180 million capitalization of a new insurance 
company in the United Kingdom. 

We represented Incisive RWG Inc., an aͅliate  
of Incisive Media Limited, in the sale of its shares  
to Infopro Digital Holding (UK) Limited.

Carter Ledyard assisted The Floow Limited, a provider 
of telematics solutions that make cars safer, in connection 
with various non-compete issues involving the hiring of a 
U.S. employee bound by certain restrictive covenants with 
his former employer.

We represented Rapids EPS Limited, a provider 
of construction site edge protection systems, in a 
distribution agreement with Aluma Systems, Inc.,  
a U.S. distributor.

We advised the U.K. shareholders of Converse.AI, Inc., 
a Delaware company engaged in automated workþow 
solutions, in the sale of their company to Smartsheet Inc., 
a Washington company.

Carter Ledyard assisted Emr.ai Inc., a company engaged 
in the automatic speech recognition business, in the 
establishment of its business in California involving 
a preferred stock shareholder agreement between 
its founders and also various employee beneýt 
arrangements. We also assisted Emr.ai in agreements 
for the provision of voice recognition technology to 
various healthcare providers.

We represented Tyman plc, a U.K. public company, 
with the U.S. aspects of its Ã240 million credit facility 
with Lloyds Bank plc, as agent, and other participating 
bookrunners and syndicated lenders.

We defended a company from a claim that the sale, 
through Amazon in California, of allegedly toxic goods 
without a labeled warning, was in violation of California 
legislation Proposition 65.

We assisted a company in structuring an employment 
agreement with a new executive to avoid violating a  
non-compete covenant with the new executive’s  
previous employer.



















LITIGATION AND DISPUTES

Zealous advocacy
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Carter Ledyard’s Litigation Department represented clients in employment disputes, securities and capital 

markets litigation, media and First Amendment cases, commercial and fiduciary litigation, trusts and estates 

disputes, and bankruptcy and corporate reorganization matters. 

BUSINESS DIVORCES  
AND DISPUTES

In addition to assisting businesses in  
protecting their rights, Carter Ledyard  
successfully handled numerous disputes  
between business partners in closely held 
companies, guiding them through  
contentious “business divorces.” 

Carter Ledyard represented an individual 
co-owner of an industrial supply company  
in a dispute with the other owner involving 
litigation relating to the operation of the 
business. After successfully fending ö́  
attempts to enjoin its client from acting  
on behalf of the company, Carter Ledyard  
successfully negotiated a buy-out that  
allowed the owners to separate amicably. 

We secured a unanimous decision in the Appellate Division, First  
Department aͅrming a summary judgment decision allowing our clients 
to exercise their rights under the New York Limited Liability Company 
Law to adopt an Operating Agreement, amend the company’s Articles  
of Organization, and take various other actions by majority vote in the 
interests of the company, over the objections of a minority member.

Carter Ledyard represented a Canadian company in a dispute with  
a Japanese company concerning their U.S.-based joint venture. After 
commencing arbitration based on the co-owner’s business activities 
in the U.S. outside of (and in competition with) the joint venture,  
we negotiated a resolution allowing for the dissolution of the joint 
venture, and permitting the parties to conduct their businesses  
separately going forward. 

We successfully defended a major department store in an action 
brought by a subcontractor asserting claims for alleged non-payment 
of money. Following the ýling of a motion to dismiss the complaint, the 
plaintḯ agreed to voluntarily dismiss the entire action with prejudice. 

Carter Ledyard helped an information technology and services company 
successfully resolve disputes with another telecommunications company 
relating to the sale of the client’s operating subsidiaries. This representation 
involved commencing an arbitration to enforce the terms of the purchase 
agreement and ultimately negotiating a favorable settlement.











NON-PROFIT SECTOR. We successfully represented the East River 
Fifties Alliance (ERFA) in its application to amend the New York 
City Zoning Resolution to prevent the development of ultra-tall towers 
on Sutton Place, the only residential neighborhood where such towers 
were permitted as of right under outdated 1961 zoning. The New York 
City Planning Commission and City Council ultimately agreed that 
these towers were out of scale with the existing residential context, 
and approved the proposals put forth by ERFA and its co-applicants 
(the Manhattan Borough President, local City Council members, 
and a State Senator) to limit the height of new buildings, while still 
accommodating future housing growth in the neighborhood. We 
successfully represented Holy Trinity Church in a transaction that 
led to the issuance of a special permit under the NYC Zoning Resolution, 
enabling the Church to substantially renovate its historic property. 
 
ENERGY PROJECTS. We continued to represent Algonquin Gas 
Transmission, LLC with environmental permitting and negotiation of  
agreements to access municipal and private property for the construction 
of a replacement natural gas pipeline in the towns of Yorktown and 
Somers, helping to meet natural gas demand in the Northeast, and the 
Long Island Power Authority and New York Power Authority 
on environmental review of energy projects and real estate matters  
related to utility rights-of-way. We also assisted Danskammer  
Holdings LLC with its acquisition of an ownership interest in a  
natural gas power plant located in Newburgh, New York.

KAREN E.  MEARA  
Karen Meara is a member of the Environmental 

and Land Use Practice Group and the Litigation 

Department. A veteran of New York City government, 

Karen brings a keen understanding of the regulatory 

environment to her representation of property 

owners, public benefit corporations, energy companies, 

municipalities, and others. Ms. Meara’s practice focuses 

on environmental review and compliance, project 

permitting, land use approvals, brownfield remediation 

and risk mitigation, and disputes among property owners, 

developers, and government entities. 

Her litigation experience includes Article 78 challenges 

to zoning board determinations, environmental findings,  

rulemakings and other agency determinations, 

and contribution claims under the New York State 

Navigation Law, as well as general commercial disputes 

and white-collar criminal defense.

N E W  C O U N S E L
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Enabling clients to carry 
out their good work
Carter Ledyard represents a wide variety 

of tax-exempt clients, including public 

charities, private operating and grant-

making foundations, business leagues, 

social welfare organizations, religious 

organizations, and cemeteries, at all 

stages of the corporate life cycle with 

virtually all aspects of their operations. 

FORMATION AND TERMINATION. We helped 
form a number of new charities with a wide 
range of social goals, including a public charity  
promoting collaborative patient service 
among doctors in dḯerent medical ýelds,  
an operating foundation funded by an artist’s  
testamentary gift, and a grant-making foundation 
dedicated to promoting a writer who altered 
the landscape of literary criticism. We also 
assisted clients with winding-up their ä́airs, 
including terminating a charitable trust which 
made historic preservation grants.

TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS

AHSAKI E.  BENION  
Ahsaki Benion is a member of the Tax-Exempt Organizations Group. She focuses on representing public charities, 

private foundations, trade and professional associations, religious organizations, educational organizations, arts 

organizations, and other nonprofits. Ms. Benion advises clients on a broad range of regulatory, tax, governance, and 

general corporate matters, including obtaining and maintaining exempt status, charitable solicitation, corporate 

governance, fiscal sponsorships, grant-making, unrelated business income tax, excess benefit transactions, 

reorganizations, contracts, and audits.

N E W  C O U N S E L
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE. We guided a charity making international 
grants and other payments through the IRS requirements on record 
keeping and board oversight, as well as anti-money laundering, 
corruption, and terrorist ýnancing laws. We advised a membership 
business league concerning a contested election, and, for a prominent 
religious organization whose founders were departing, we negotiated 
an agreement to preserve the legacy of the founders, establish a new, 
sustainable governance structure, and ensure the smooth transfer of 
intellectual property.

STRATEGIC AND STRUCTURAL CHANGES. Clients asked us to evaluate 
and execute strategic and structural changes to enhance their ability to 
meet their goals. We assisted the Fort Schuyler Alumni Association 
in obtaining an agreement with the Maritime College at Fort Schuyler, a 
division of the State University of New York, to re-establish cooperative 
relations after decades of rancor, overcoming signiýcant bureaucratic and 
legal obstacles. On behalf of a tax-exempt advocacy organization facing 
budget pressure, we negotiated an agreement which assigned its intellectual 
property to a for-proýt corporation in return for equity, and the two  
entities agreed to share certain expenses and provide services to each  
other. We also worked with a private school in New York City to structure 
its relationship with new for-proýt subsidiaries that hold intellectual  
property rights to training programs and curricula in Asia, and assisted 
a charity promoting nutrition in restructuring its subsidiary. For a global 
non-proýt promoting sustainable practices in the textile industry, we  
provided advice on how to structure a proposed partnership with another 
organization so that the non-proýt maintained its independence. 







PRO BONO PROJECTS
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Carter Ledyard  
gives back
BRONX WILLS PROJECT

For more than 20 years, Carter Ledyard has worked 
with Legal Services NYC-Bronx to help elderly, 
low-income Bronx residents with testamentary 
planning and will preparation, living wills, health 
care proxies, and powers of attorney. Our Bronx Wills 
Project has received special recognition from the New 
York State Bar Association. Preston C. Demouchet, 
Alison Powers Herman, Brielle E. Kilmartin, Stephen 
F. Lappert, Patricia Matzye, Elaine Nguyen, Justin L. 
Peters, Anthony R. Prinzivalli, Edward J. Pudup, Dylan 
L. Ruͅ, and Josephine J. Yoon traveled every month  
to Legal Services NYCôs Bronx oͅce to advise clients.

HER JUSTICE

Carter Ledyard continued its work with Her Justice,  
a nonproýt organization providing free legal services  
to women and their families in domestic violence 
matters. Attorneys Michael H. Bauscher, Christine A. 
Fazio, Alexander G. Malyshev, Justin L. Peters, Edward 
J. Pudup, Leonardo Trivigno, Judith Wallace, Karen 
Meara, Madelyn K. White, and Josephine J. Yoon, and 
non-legal stä́ members Bill Borenstein and Marina 
Cerda, helped with Non-Immigrant U-Visa Petitions. 

IMMIGRATION EQUALITY 

Carter Ledyard worked with Immigration Equality, 
a nonproýt organization providing free legal services to 
LGBTQ and HIV-positive undocumented immigrants. 
Attorneys Michael H. Bauscher, Guy Ben-Ami, 
Aaron R. Cahn, Brielle E. Kilmartin, Alexander G. 
Malyshev, Edgar Mendoza, Justin L. Peters, Anthony 
R. Prinzivalli, Rocco M. Sainato and Madelyn K. White, 
and non-legal stä́ members Bill Borenstein and 
Marina Cerda, assisted clients who face persecution  
in their home countries. 

CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY PROJECT

Through the Consumer Bankruptcy Project  
of the City Bar Justice Center, Aaron R. Cahn, James 
Gadsden and Theodore Y. McDonough advised 
unrepresented debtors in existing bankruptcy cases 
where the presiding judge believed that counsel  
was needed. 



CIVIC PRIORITIES

We’re 
proud of 
our staff’s 
good 
works
MICHAEL H. BAUSCHER is a member of the Bedford Central School  
District Budget Advisory Committee and a volunteer coach for Bedford Youth  
Soccer and Mount Kisco Little League. G. MICHAEL BELLINGER serves as the  
Commissioner of the Essex County Environmental Commission in New Jersey 
and is also the pro bono General Counsel of the Brookdale Park Conservancy 
in Montclair, New Jersey. CHARLES G. BERRY serves pro bono as a court-
appointed referee in attorney disciplinary cases and is the president of the 
River Club of New York. AARON R. CAHN serves on the Board of Concert  
Artists Guild. ATHENA CARLO-MERCADO volunteers at Waves of Hope disaster  
relief organization (through St. Mary of the Isle Church in Long Beach, New 
York), which assisted victims of Hurricane Harvey. CLIFFORD P. CASE serves on 
the Board of Directors of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc.  
ROSEMARIE DEPTULA is a Lector and Eucharistic Minister at Queen of 
Angels Roman Catholic Church. DENISE A. DIXON is the Camp Director 
and Treasurer of the Donald Van Blake Tennis & Education Foundation in 
Plainfield, New Jersey. JOHN J. DRISCOLL is Vice President and a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Turkish American Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. MATTHEW D. DUNN serves on the Board of the New York chapter 
of the Irish International Business Network, and coaches youth hockey and 
baseball in Westfield, New Jersey. CHRISTINE A. FAZIO serves on the Board 
of the New York City chapter of the New York League of Conservation Voters, 
is a Board member for Waywest Tenants Corp., and is an adjunct professor 
at Fordham Law School. STEPHEN M. FIELDS, at the behest of Cancer 
Care Inc., wrote an article about group therapy for cancer caregivers to be 
published as part of a book sponsored by Memorial Sloan Kettering. JAMES 
GADSDEN is a member of the Vestry and in the choir at St. James Episcopal 
Church and a volunteer mediator at the U.S. District Court, Southern District 
of New York. DAVID GAYLE volunteers at Meals on Wheels. STEVEN J. GLUSBAND  
serves as the President of the Roxbury Run Village Association. JOHN M. 
GRIEM, JR. serves on the Board of Directors of the Conrad Foundation and 
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provides pro bono advice regarding judicial processes to the Presbytery of New 
York City, a Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA). KELLEY HARRISON 
volunteers at the Humane Society of New York. JAY A. HENAO volunteers at 
the Liberty Humane Society of Jersey City. MARY JOAN HOENE provides pro 
bono legal services to the Friends of Newport Preservation. MACCULLOCH M.  
IRVING serves on the Board of the Blanton-Peale Institute and is the Chancellor 
of the Vestry of Trinity Church. DAVID I. KARABELL serves on the Advisory 
Board for the College of Liberal Arts at Temple University; is a director, vice  
president, and counsel for Friends of the Upper East Side Historic Districts; and is a  
volunteer tour guide for the Central Park Conservancy. STEPHEN L. KASS serves 
as a director of the National Center for Law and Economic Justice, and is an  
emeritus director of Human Rights Watch, co-chair of the Task Force on Climate 
Resiliency of the American College of Environmental Lawyers, chair of the Task 
Force on Climate Adaptation of the NYC Bar Association, co-chair of the Refugee  
Resettlement Task Force of Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester, and an 
adjunct professor at Brooklyn Law School and NYU’s Center for Global A�airs. 
ALAN S. LEWIS serves on the Board of Directors and is the Treasurer of the New 
York State Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. JEANINE MCPARTLIN 
is a member of the choir at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and a volunteer with 
the church’s youth group. STEVEN PAUL MCSLOY teaches pro bono for the 
California Tribal College, is an adjunct professor at Columbia Law School, and 
advises the Native American Law Students Association at Columbia Law 

School. DANIEL J. MCSWIGGAN serves on the Board of Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of New York City. KAREN E. MEARA serves as Secretary of the Board of 
Directors and provided pro bono environmental advice to the Northeast Organic  
Farming Association of New York and assists pro bono the Natural Resources  

Defense Council. EMILY MOOG serves as Secretary of the Board of the 50 Fort 

Place Cooperative, Inc. DAWN O’CONNELL serves as the Chairperson for Citizens  

4 Canines in Ozone Park. ANN BATCHELOR PACE served as a member of the 

Fundraising Committee for Jupiter Medical Center in Jupiter, Florida. PAUL J. 

PROULX is a founding Board Member of the Financial District Neighborhood 

Association. CHRISTOPHER RIZZO is Board Chairman of the Friends of Van 
Cortlandt Park Inc., counsel to the North Riverdale Merchants Association, and a 

member of the directors council of New Yorkers for Parks. MICHAEL SHAPIRO 
is a Board member of the NYSACDL Foundation and chair of the NYSACDL White 

Collar Committee. RONALD D. SPENCER serves as Chairman of the Fund for 

Park Avenue. TANISHA VONWOLFOLK serves as Worthy Matron (President) 
of Daughters of Zion Order of Eastern Star, is a Trustee at New Life Deliverance 
Church, and is the National Secretary of the Bloodwashed Fellowship of Churches  

International. THEODORE R. WAGNER serves as the Vice President and is on 
the Board of St. Paul’s Community Development Corp. of Paterson, New Jersey. 

JULIE WEISMAN serves on the Board of the Water Resources Action Project and 
was an adjunct professor at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School 

of Law. JUNE CHOTOO coordinated the firm’s contributions to Bottomless  

Closet. JUNE CHOTOO and PATRICIA THEOBALDS coordinated the firm’s  

contributions to New York Cares Coat Drive. YUNUS CAGLAR, EDGAR  

MENDOZA, and ANTHONY R. PRINZIVALLI coordinated the firm’s  

contributions to the Toys for Tots program. GUY BEN-AMI, JEFFREY S. BOXER, 

MATTHEW D. DUNN, ALEXANDER G. MALYSHEV, JACOB H. NEMON, 

ELAINE NGUYEN, EDWARD J. PUDUP, DYLAN L. RUFFI, MADELYN K. WHITE, 

and JOSEPHINE J. YOON mentored the mock trial team from William Cullen 
Bryant High School.








